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Tom Henson

C/0O Scott Davies

ARCADIS

801 Corporate Center Drive, Suite 300
Raleigh, NC 27607-5073
tom.s.henson@exxonmobil.com

Re: ExxonMobil Silvertip Pipeline Administrative Order on Consent, Docket No. WQA-12-
08 (AOC) - No Further Reclamation Activities on State Land Required

Dear Mr. Henson:

The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has reviewed the July 24, 2013
Reclamation Activities Completion Report, Silvertip Pipeline Incident Response (the Report).
ARCADIS US, Inc. (Arcadis) prepared the Report on behalf of ExxonMobil Pipeline Company
(EMPCo). DEQ contracted much of the oversight of reclamation activities to Herrera
Environmental Consultants, Inc. (Herrera). The DEQ-approved September 2011 Framework
Document for the Reclamation of Disturbed Vegetation (the Work Plan) is the work plan for
these reclamation activities, as outlined in Paragraph 11 of Attachment A of the AOC. The focus
of the reclamation work and this letter is on State of Montana-owned lands. Similar reclamation
activities on private lands were conducted per agreements between EMPCo and property owners.
As of the date of this letter, DEQ has not received complaints from property owners regarding
EMPCo reclamation on private property.

In fall 2011, Arcadis and representatives of the State (personnel from the Montana Department
of Natural Resources[DNRC], the Montana Department of Fish Wildlife and Parks [FWP],
and/or DEQ or its contractors) mapped disturbance and developed Reclamation Field Forms
(RFFs) for each disturbed area. Using the information in the RFFs, Arcadis developed Area
Specific Reclamation Plans (ASRPs). With Herrera’s oversight, Arcadis subsequently completed
the work specified in each ASRP. In summer 2012, Arcadis and Herrera visited each area to
determine whether the area had been successfully reclaimed per the ASRPs. The summer 2012
site visits found that this reclamation had been successful at all but two locations (B12-RB-1-S
and A11-IS-1-S), which required additional work. In July 2013, DEQ’s contractor, Herrera,
verified that reclamation at each of these remaining areas was successful. In addition to these two
locations, EMPCo conducted additional reclamation activities in 2012 at FWP’s Duck Creek
fishing access site and also at DNRC lands in Area B46/47. A DNRC representative signed a
Reclamation Acceptance form for the Area B46/47 Area on November 5, 2012. In addition, an
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FWP representative and Herrera signed a Reclamation Acceptance form for the Duck Creek
Area on July 17, 2013.

Based upon the information provided in the Report, and also upon information provided in
Herrera’s oversight reports, DEQ has determined that Silvertip reclamation activities on State of
Montana lands as required by the Work Plan are complete. At this time, DEQ will not require
EMPCo to conduct additional reclamation actions at State lands along the Yellowstone in
relation to disturbance created by cleanup of the Discharge. However, DEQ reserves the right to
conduct or require additional reclamation actions in the future if conditions previously unknown
to DEQ are discovered, or if DEQ receives new information that indicates that the reclamation
work on State lands was not adequate to protect the public health, welfare or safety, or the
environment. This letter does not release EMPCo from any reclamation work required as part of
a DEQ-approved Supplemental Environmental Project. This letter also does not release EMPCo
from any reclamation work to restore the area under federal or State law related to natural
resource damages. This letter also does not release EMPCo from any reclamation work required
by the Yellowstone County Weed Board or other government agency or required by an
agreement with a private landowner. Additionally, if DEQ were to receive a complaint regarding
reclamation on private property, DEQ may require EMPCo to address such reclamation, pursuant
to the terms of the Administrative Order on Consent, Docket No. WQA-12-08.

Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns about this letter. On behalf of DEQ, I
wish to thank EMPCo and Arcadis for conducting the needed reclamation activities on State
lands in response to disturbance created during cleanup of the Discharge. I also wish to thank
EMPCo and Arcadis for their cooperation in completing additional reclamation activities at the
Duck Creek access area and in Area B67/B47.

Sincerely,

Laura Alvey

Groundwater Remediation Program,
Remediation Division

(406) 841-5062; lalvey@mt.gov

cc: Katherine Haque-Hausrath, DEQ Legal
Stephen Barrick, ARCADIS, 801 Corporate Center Drive, Suite 300, Raleigh, NC 27607
Joel Larkin, ExxonMobil Environmental Services, 800 Bell Street, Room 791K1, Houston, TX 77002-7497
Kevin Vaughan, Exxon Mobil Corporation, 3225 Gallows Rd., Fairfax, Virginia,
kevin.j.vaughan@exxonmobil.com
Bill Mercer, Holland & Hart LLP, 401 N. 31st Street, Suite 1500, Billings, MT 59101,
wwmercer@hollandhart.com
Matt Wolcott, DNRC Area Manager, 1371 Rimrock Drive, Billings, MT 59105
Gary Hammond, Fish Wildlife and Parks Region 5, 2300 Lake Elmo Drive, Billings. MT 59105
Mary Capdeville, Montana Natural Resource Damages Program




